The Ancient Worlds of Asia
often topped by two small minaret-like towers.  Their majesty and grandeur impressed the believer with a sense of his own insignificance.  They have no practical use, but are simply an expression in stone of the Oriental mind.   They are a huge illustration of the "Bismillahi rahmani rahim" ("in the name of the merciful god"), the invocation called Basmala which begins each one of the sur'ates of the Koran and which the believer murmurs piously before doing anything out of the ordinary.    In everyday life the gateway was also a public monument.   In many places, and according to a very ancient custom,  it was here  that justice was dispensed.   It was a meeting-place and an observatory from which one could look out over the far countryside.   The ancient monumental gateways in Asia were decorated with winged genii.   They were venerable monuments with steps to keep out chariots and horsemen.   Even the king could only cross them on foot.  It is not surprising, therefore, to find a chain across the Ali Kapu lo ke*ep out vehicles and horsemen.   Ali Kapu was also an asylum fur criminals and fugitives and had two separate gar-t!rn\ eavh with a summer-house, for men and women separately to find refuse.  Only the sovereign could drive the fugitive out, ,tnd then only indirectly by forbidding food to be taken to him.
In ilir middle of the seraglio to which Ali Kapu formed the
mu.tmr   is   the   Shchcl  Sutun,   or   "Palace  of the Forty
Columns".   This stands in a great park and was rebuilt by
Sultan   Hussein  (A.D.   1694-1722)  to replace Shah Abbas's
ji.tjarr whit-h had been destroyed by fire.  It has a terrace with
rii?hirrii  wooden  columns  supporting a wooden roof (the
"i«nty"  is  the rcinvenliorial oriental exaggeration) with a
thr«wr«ionjii behind.   This opens on to the terrace through a
<]<«>iAv;iv with two columns.   The throne-room is flanked by
IUM rr.«dl**-v;mhed oblong rooms,  Diagonally to its principal
,i\« ilirrr is ~A large hall with three flat wooden domes. This
h.v, t.jirii trrrares on the north and south sides and on the
nt.rih weir there is an entrance-hall flanked by two rectangular
»<K.im.   The plan of this building seems to have been copied
ffMiii  that of the Adiacmenian palaces at Pasargadae and
128                 •ll'.   In %t ft!« /4ij*l Tutkbh countries the mosque also came to be used AS A T,,-.»t4$1jh,   In Persia it was the other way round: the mad->.9f.fk -« Ai»*r Jirsif aiicJ eventually came to be used as a mosque. hi »»»'«i  «u.»*«iurs there were schools of theology and some of tftrw ^.c  ^,!ill tit existence today.   The third type of religious
